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different reports was the varying extent of their respective
diffusions. But they could not also ignore the fact that
some mutawatirs might have been originally transmitted by
no more transmitters than others, which they had classed
only as mash-hftrs. Hence they only imply the matter of
diffusion, and as regards the actual definition of the extent
of that diffusion, in other words, the number of the trans-
mitters, they take refuge in indetermination by using the
ingenious expression la yuhsa.1 Thanks to this expression
they could always claim that the number might have been
larger than any given number, and in fact, as we saw, they
did not concern themselves with its actual determination.
This expression appears to have caused the doctors some
inconvenience, also, as would seem to have been the case
from the following quotation from the Kashf.2 " The
majority held the view that numerical indefiniteness is not a
necessary condition, for if the pilgrims or the congregation
of a mosque should report an event which kept them from
the pilgrimage or the prayer, their reports would still pro-
duce knowledge, although they may be definite in number."
If one is to believe the following quotation from the same
work, even the spiritual fathers of this as well as of certain
other expressions, providing for the Islam, justice, etc., of
the transmitters, did not seriously mean them, but rather
used them as a means to silence their opponents: " The
shaykh (i. e., al-Pazdawi) adverted to these meanings (i. e.,
the provisions concerning the indefiniteness of number, etc.}
because they are best fitted to remove all doubt and to
refute adversaries, not because they are real conditions ..."

As regards the " individual/' this too, like the mash-hur,
theoretically speaking, may have been transmitted by as

1  Cf. supra, under Mutawdtvr.

2 P. 681.